
Focal Theme 

respect 2 you 

Establishing a comprehensive approach to ensure realisation of UNCRC article II, with special empha-

sis on the rights of LGBTIQA+ youth 

Our mission as tdh is to protect children and youth from violence, and to ensure that they can grow up 

to be self-confident, empowered, and, most of all, safe. Therefore, we aim to constantly monitor the 

challenges faced by children and youth in our project regions, and alert the (political) public about 

overlooked systemic rights violations.  

Thus, we propose to initiate a focal theme for the period 2023 to 2028 based on article II of the UNCRC, 

stating children’s right to be protected from discrimination based on their (or their parent’s/care-

taker’s) status, race, colour, sex, gender, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic 

or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.  

The focal theme shall put special emphasis on the rights of youth who identify as members of the 

LGBTIQA+ community, as a group especially vulnerable to discrimination and violence. A crucial first 

step here will be to strategically map out the different legislative, judicial and societal frameworks 

surrounding this issue in the regions. Only on that basis an informed decision can be made about how 

to approach this aspect of children’s rights in a sensitive and effective manner.  

An additional focus shall be placed on the intersectional character of discrimination, with an emphasis 

put on discrimination based on race.  

Discrimination on any ground is in itself a violation of children’s rights, but furthermore, it is a root 

cause for consecutive rights infringements such as violence, police brutality, (commercial sexual) ex-

ploitation and displacement. Therefore, combating discrimination aligns with all of tdh’s efforts to re-

alise children’s rights. 

We propose to establish this focal theme to: 

▪ Evaluate the prevalence and linkages to existing projects/thematic focuses  

▪ Establish a comprehensive set of good-practices and identify potential new approaches/pro-

ject areas 

▪ Initiate discourse with the public/political decisionmakers on discrimination of children and 

youth  

 


