
 

1. Feminist1 Movements 
 

 

By 2028, children and youth together with their communities claim their 
gender rights and feed their local experiences, voices and leadership into 
global feminist movements that push to overcome the existing patriarchal 
system and change its cultural and social pattens as a root cause of 
discrimination on local, national, and international level, contributing to the 
UN CRC (article 2 and 8). 

 

 

2. Rationale behind this goal 

Impact Hypothesis: 

IF we support partner organizations, children, and youth to feed their voices and 
experiences as well as their agency and leadership into the existing global feminist 
movements, 

THEN we challenge the patriarchal structure in society  

BECAUSE we strengthen these global feminist movements by a) expanding them and b) 
bringing a diverse perspective. 
 

2.1 Key reasons for supporting and funding a feminist movement 

As women make up 50 per cent of the world's population, we place particular emphasis 
on gender equality, including the perspective of the intersection of different grounds of 
discrimination. Gender inequality and exclusion vary in their expression from region to 
region, from village to village but, in all countries where we work, we observe different 
forms of gender-based violence and discrimination, gender stereotyping and an unequal 
distribution of power between women, men, girls and boys, and LGTBIQ+ persons, as well 
as exclusion based on multiple factors such as race, class, ethnicity, ability, language, 
sexual orientation, and gender identity, among others. We are aware that individuals 
have multiple identities that shape their experiences. We are convinced that fighting 
inequalities can be strengthened by analysing how these identities intersect. 
 

 
1 Feminism refers to a set of philosophies that drive political organising. Its primary goal is to 
end all types of oppression, injustices, and power hierarchies, including sexism, racism, 
classism, colonialism, and imperialism, among others. Feminism serves as a tool to both 
analyse and question existing power hierarchies and present new and alternative visions for 
equal and just societies for all (CFFP) 



 

The basic concerns of all feminist movements are self-determination, freedom, and 
equality for all people, to be realised in public as well as in personal life. It is not enough 
to simply want to empower women and girls in all their diversity and marginalised groups 
within existing economic and social structures. Feminism aims beyond the abolition of 
gender-based rights violations. Feminism also means that particularly disadvantaged 
people must be able to realise their human rights and self-determined lifestyles as 
guaranteed by UN conventions. A feminist development policy requires a self-reflective 
confrontation with one's own privileges and the history of colonialism and capitalism, 
financial and political power of interpretation and decision-making of the global North.  

In the face of growing anti-gender movements and increasing conflicts and wars 
worldwide, there is a growing danger that stereotypical and toxic masculinity and that 
feminist discourses will be devalued as insignificant and side-lined marginalised. 

It is therefore in the responsibility of tdh and its partners to contribute to the global 
feminist movements in their actions to overcome the patriarchal structure of societies. 
tdh and its partners can make a significant contribution by supporting girls, women, 
LGTBIQ+ persons and communities in the project areas to claim gender rights and 
together with men change the cultural and social pattens that are the root causes of 
discrimination. Therewith tdh can make a meaningful contribution to the existing 
movements by bringing the perspectives from grassroot organizations and activities into 
the political sphere. 

 

2.2 Approaches and child rights-based frameworks that support feminist movements 

Gender equality and gender rights are guaranteed in various UN conventions. Relevant 
binding conventions with monitoring mechanisms are UNCRC and CEDAW: the Convention 
of the Rights of the Child (including the Optional Protocols (UNCRC, 1989)) and the 
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW, 
1979), with an additional protocol that allows for individual claims. Furthermore, the 
rights of women and girls are addressed in SDG 5, which aims at achieving gender 
equality and empower all women, girls and LGBTIQ+ persons. Also, the UN CRC in its 
article 2 gives all children the right to grow up without discrimination. 
In many regional human rights instruments, girls and women rights are addressed and 
guaranteed, for instance in the African Youth Convention (2006), the ASEAN Human 
Rights Declaration (2012), the Charter of the Organization of American States (1948), the 
European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
(1950) and the Arab Charter on Human Rights (2004). However, some regional 
mechanisms do not apply a universal approach to women’s rights but prioritise cultural 
and religious beliefs concerning women and children which contradict the global UN 
mechanisms.  
 

2.3 Outcomes to be achieved by supporting and funding feminist movements 
(effectiveness, 5 years) 

At the micro level in the individual project areas, the projects aim at the outcome of 
preventing gender-based violence in project regions, empowering girls and women in 



 

their economic and political participation and strengthening their leadership, addressing 
and ending intersectional discrimination in villages and communities, enforcing social 
recognition of different gender roles, and spreading a positive approach to masculinity. 
At the meso level, these project outcomes feed into programmes that strengthen 
feminist movements by broadening them to include experiences, perspectives and voices 
of those most oppressed by gender-based rights violations on national or regional level. 
These experiences will serve as a model to promote change in laws and in the 
implementation of existing laws on gender equity.  
At the macro level in a long term, these movements push for the end of the patriarchy 
and a new social order free of discrimination on a global scale. 
  
For the effective implementation of this goal, tdh will fund and support institutional 
capacity building within its own organization as well as in partner organizations. 

With its intersectionality lens the goal is clearly linked with all other strategic goals. 
When forcibly displaced, girls and women are the most marginalized and the most 
vulnerable groups, facing sexualised violence and human trafficking (bpb). Since they are 
the poorest in society, they suffer most from climate change and its results, e.g., women 
and children are 14 times more likely to die in a natural disaster than men, partly 
because they are warned later, are less likely to be able to swim, and are more likely to 
care for relatives while fleeing (UN Women). In times of drought, water shortage or 
forest dieback, women and girls have to travel even longer distances to fetch water or 
firewood. This extra work is often accompanied by health impairments and increased risk 
of sexualised and physical violence (UN Women). Even though the global education gap 
between boys and girls has narrowed, in many places, girls still have fewer opportunities 
to learn successfully and graduate from school. Access to education is particularly 
difficult for children who face intersectional discrimination, such as girls from poor 
households in rural areas. LGTBIQ+ persons are also often confronted with discrimination 
and violence in everyday school life.  
 
Even though, gender-based rights violations and discrimination need to be addressed 
under each strategic goal, abolishing its root cause can only be successful when 
challenging the system in a holistic way through its own goal.  
 

2.4 Lasting effects envisioned by supporting and funding feminist movements (Impact & 
Sustainability)  

The vision of this goal is to overcome patriarchy, for a world free from discrimination 
based on gender, and where every human being can fulfil their potential unhindered by 
discriminating laws and economic and social structures. 

The empowerment of girls, women, and LGTBIQ+ persons and the promotion of positive 
concepts of masculinity will lead to long-lasting effects in changing cultural patterns that 
go beyond the project work.   

The goal has a strong component of network building which supports the exchange of 
civil society actors who will exchange their good practice models that can be replicated 
by others and therefore creates synergies within civil society.  



 

3. Five criteria for supporting and funding feminist movements 

The following supporting and funding criteria define tdh’s approach to accompanying 
children, youth and partner organizations and civil society movements worldwide in their 
struggles and fight for and with feminist movements. Through this kind of engagement, 
tdh will support particularly grassroot and frontline activities, which will induce 
sustainable social changes in the long term. 

Definition of addressed groups 

In its holistic approach, the strategic goal does not only address all those affected by 
gender-based rights violations, but also work with communities, including boys and men to 
promote a change in the society as a whole.  

 

- Support and fund programs that apply an intersectional lens to break down funding 
silos and multiple discrimination (e.g., of LGBTQI+, people with disabilities, 
migrants, and other marginalized groups). A gender-sensitive perspective is applied 
in all tdh child rights programs. 

- Support and fund programs for and with children, youth, and communities most 
affected by gender-based rights violations and include men and boys as equitable 
partners fostering positive concepts of masculinity. 

- Support and fund efforts and collective action for advocacy and lobbying work aiming 
at gender transformation (social and cultural change) and feminist policies for child 
rights. 

- Realize institutional capacity building within tdh and accompany partner 
organizations, children and youth with capacity building and ownership as well as 
leadership support regarding gender equity and feminism.  

- Support and fund feminist organizations and networks and support global network-
building between partner organizations.  
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