
Focal Theme: respect 2 you 

Establishing a comprehensive approach to ensure realisation of UNCRC article II, with special empha-

sis on the rights of LGBTIQA+ youth 

Our mission as tdh is to protect children and youth from violence, and to ensure that they can grow up 

to be self-confident, empowered, and, most of all, safe. Therefore, we aim to constantly monitor the 

challenges faced by children and youth in our project regions and alert the (political) public about 

overlooked systemic rights violations.  

Thus, we propose to initiate a focal theme for the period 2023 to 2028 based on article II of the UN 

CRC, stating children’s right to be protected from discrimination. Obviously, discrimination on any 

ground is in itself a violation of children’s rights, but furthermore, it is a root cause for consecutive 

rights infringements such as poverty, violence, police brutality, (commercial sexual) exploitation and 

displacement. The focal theme shall put special emphasis on the rights of youth who themselves iden-

tify as members of the LGBTIQA+ community (or have a parent, relative, caretaker or close friend you 

does).  

The legal interpretation of the UN CRC with regard to gender identity is a relatively young process, and 

while the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has in several instances interpreted the UN CRC to 

incorporate rights to self-determination, these rights still lack comprehensive consideration in policies 

and programmes, especially in development politics. 

Within tdh’s global and decentralised structures, issues of discrimination based on gender identity 

and/or sexual orientation has been a point of discussion repeatedly. Similarly regarding the issue of 

intersectional discrimination, which has led to innovative project proposals such as the “Training in 

anti-racist and feminist politics” in Brasil (Sempreviva Organizacao Feminista). Despite these efforts, 

tdh as organisation has no profound and common strategic approach; not least caused by the com-

plexity and differences between the regions. 

Therefore, a crucial first step would be to strategically map out the different legislative, judicial and 

societal frameworks surrounding the discrimination and oppression of youth who identify as members 

of the LGBTIQA+ community in the regions. Only on that basis an informed decision can be made about 

how to approach this aspect of children’s rights in a sensitive and effective manner and according to 

the regional context. A comprehensive strategy would also need to include an analysis on the overlap 

with other children’s rights violations tdh is focusing on. This explorative character qualifies this topic 

as a focal theme.  Taking this opportunity to explore discrimination faced by children and their families 

as well as the rights violations that result from it poses a chance to promote cross-regional learning 

and establish a comprehensive strategy to unite program and policy work combatting discrimination. 

This would also align with the advocacy efforts in Germany. The current government has committed 

to a feminist approach to foreign policy and in its coalition agreement set several objectives to incor-

porate the specific rights of persons who identify as members of the LGBTIQA+ community into their 

strategies in development politics. Since there is currently no other NGO in Germany focusing specifi-

cally on children’s rights in this context, tdh has a unique chance to position itself in the political dis-

course.  

We therefore propose to establish this focal theme to: 

▪ Map existing projects and identify good practices as well as potential new approaches/project 

areas 

▪ Develop a strategy closely linking program and policy work on matters of discrimination 

▪ Initiate discourse with the public/political decisionmakers in Germany and the regions  


