
Proposed Focal Theme 
 

SEA Partner Delegate Group submits this Motion for the Delegates‘ Conference 2023 to approve the 
focal theme on: „Realizing child rights through the building of democratic societies“.    
 
As a programme region of tdh Germany, Southeast Asia is composed of seven countries that share 
similar histories of authoritarianism, as manifested by one-party political systems and governments 
that have been documented to repress civil and political rights. According to the Freedom House 
Report (2021)1, five out of the seven countries are rated „not free“ in relation to people’s access to 
political rights and civil liberties. Shrinking democratic spaces is therefore a reality in most SEA 
countries, especially those under military rule. It is also exemplified in the fact that the Philippines- a 
country of great risks to climate change impacts- has one of the highest incidents of political killings of 
environmental activists. There is also increasing disinformation as tool for undermining democratic 
processes (such as elections) and institutions. On the other side, cultural norms that puts value on 
obedience to (and fear of) authority hinder the development of collective attitudes that promote active 
citizenship. This last point underlines SEA’s programme work focusing on the prohibition of corporal 
punishment as a form of child parenting.  
 
SEA project partners reiterate their view that efforts aimed at the realization of children’s rights cannot 
be separated from citizen’s struggle for a just and free society and for development that is universal, 
accessible and beneficial for all. They further believe that for child rights activism to be truly impactful 
and meaningful, the work should address root causes which are directly linked with injustices deeply 
ingrained in institutions and structures in society. The multiple layered soci-political and economic shifts 
that emerged during and after the pandemic highlights the fact that deteriorating democracies have 
long-arching impacts on children’s rights. This is evident in the following: 
 

1. Diminishing spaces for children and youth’s participation and active citizenship. Children have 
increasingly experienced threats to their civil liberties, e.g., limited exercise of freedom of 
expression online and offline, association, and assembly.  
 

2. Increasing social, political, and legal injustice and exclusion and discrimination for certain groups 
of children. Children were not spared from injustices and violence arising from the State’s abuse 
of their monopoly of power through direct violence or weponization of the legal mechanisms. 
This could be clearly seen for example in how children and their families were directly targeted 
in the war on drugs in the Philippines; and the red-tagging and political attacks against activists 
in Myanmar, Thailand and Cambodia. 
 

3. Distortion of facts through widespread misinformation, disinformation, and historical 
revisionism. Online and offline, children and young people are bombarded with different and 
often conflicting versions of truths, often interpreted as facts. This compromises their well-being 
by increasing anxiety, damaging self-esteem, skewing their world views, and creating distrust to 
democracy itself. Children, as active users of digital media, unwittingly become spreaders of 
misleading content among their peers and family members. 

 

 
1Freedom House Report 2021. Source: https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-
under-siege/countries-and-regions 
 

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-under-siege/countries-and-regions
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-under-siege/countries-and-regions


With this proposed focal theme, the following milestones are relevant: 
 

1. Strengthening of active citizenship and participation. Aims to develop effective approaches that 
specifically contribute to the strengthening of peoples‘ (especially children and youth) 
capacities on citizenship, such as civic and political education that promotes critical thinking 
and that is contextualized to their respective country’s situation; and digital literacy/ digital 
citizenship (in relation to disinformation). This could inlude the development of models for 
collective citizenship actions through grassroots associations or councils. This could also cover 
voter’s registration and education and use of the electoral process as a venue for advocacy. 
Innovative approaches could be developed to increase recognition of children’s citizenship and 
their inherent right to participate in society as active citizens through passage of guidelines or 
laws on children’s participation/empowerment is possible. 
 

2. Building an enabling environment that supports citizen rights. This is based on the recognition 
that democratic structures provide an enabling environment and safe space for demanding the 
full implementation of human rights and children’s rights. This includes promoting a culture of 
respectful discourse and conversation; and zero tolerance for political violence.  
 

3. Developing models of hope-based narratives underpinning human and child right advocacy 
grounded around common community values and aspirations. Human rights education 
approaches will be reviewed to emphasize the universality of rights. Capacities in undertaking 
human rights advocacy will be strengthened using strategies that bring together rather than 
divide communities to promote society building as a common project; and to counter 
narratives that pits one group against another.  
 

End// 
 

 
 


